
 
Historic District Commission 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 
Virtual Meeting 
989-754-8222 

 
I. Call to Order - Commissioner Mixter called the virtual meeting to order at 4:30 pm. 

 
II. Roll Call – Commissioner Rooker took roll.  

Members Present: Kevin Mark Rooker – Saginaw, MI, Natalie Davis – Saginaw, MI, Alex 
Mixter – Saginaw-MI, Andrew Naumann – Saginaw, MI 
Members Absent: Tom & Evelyn Mudd, Misty Grumbley 
Staff Present: Bob Gollin, Amy Lusk 
Others Present: Sharon Wehner 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  
Motion to approve the April 22, 2021 meeting minutes by Commissioner Rooker, 
seconded by Commissioner Davis. Motion approved. 

 
IV. Approval of Agenda  

Motion to adopt agenda by Commissioner Rooker, seconded Commissioner Davis. 
Motion approved. 

 
V. New Business 

 
a. Case #J21-0086 – 131 S. Bond – New Siding 

 
Sharon Wehner spoke about her plans to replace the siding on her home at 131 S. Bond. 
Commissioner Mixter asked if the siding is original or if it was replaced at some point. 
Wehner said she has not done any work on the siding, she has only replaced her roof. 
Commissioner Rooker asked if she plans to replace the windowsills. Wehner is not 
planning to work on the windows at this point, she plans to have them repaired/replaced 
in the spring. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Rooker, seconded by Commissioner Davis to issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness for case #J21-0086.  The work is appropriate to 
the historic district according to the Secretary of the Interior Standards Number 
9 & 10: “New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be 
undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and 
integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.” And: 
“New additions, exterior alterations or related new construction shall not destroy 
the historical materials that characterize the property, The new work shall be 
differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, 
and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its 
environment.” Motion approved. 
 

 
b. Resolution to Establish Historic District Study Committee – Bean Bunny  

 



Commissioner Mixter informed the commission that at this time the Bean Bunny sign has 
been removed so the study committee would be for the building as it is.  
 
The commission discussed the process of establishing a study committee. Every study 
committee requires a resolution to be created and taken before City Council. The 
commission is able to either request a draft resolution be created and brought back to the 
Historic District Commission for adoption and recommendation to the City Council at the 
next meeting, or an individual commissioner may work with staff ahead of time, to draft a 
resolution and bring it to a meeting for adoption from the commission and 
recommendation to City Council.  
 
Motion by Commissioner Rooker, seconded by Commissioner Davis to adopt the 
Resolution to Establish Historic District Study Committee for the Bean Bunny 
Grain Elevator. Motion approved. 

 
c. Resolution to Establish Historic District Study Committee – Bearinger Building  

 
Commissioner Mixter stated the Saginaw Economic Development Corporation (SEDC) 
reached out to him for a partnership with the Historic District Commission. A 
development agreement recently ended on the property, leaving the building with no 
imminent plans for redevelopment. As the owners, SEDC does not want to see the 
building deteriorate and welcomes the assistance of the Historic District Commission to 
preserve the building until a developer comes forward. The building is on the national 
register of historic places but being a local district will provide additional benefits. 
 
Lusk gave some background about SEDC and how they took possession of the building 
through a foreclosure. The resolution will go to Yolanda Jones who will present it to the 
SEDC board, and then it will go to council with the backing of the HDC and SEDC.    
 
The commission spoke about marketing opportunities. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Davis, seconded by Commissioner Rooker to adopt the 
Resolution to Establish Historic District Study Committee for the Bearinger 
Building. Motion approved. 

 
VI. Old Business  

 
a. 2021 Goals 

 
Commissioner Mixter stated 2021 goals will be worked. The only update is a meeting 
with John Stemple where they spoke about what the HDC can be for the city. Lots of 
positive talk. Being able to be a resource to the city was one of the main topics.  
 
Door hangers created by Commissioner Grumbley are about ready to go out and be 
hung on doors. Commissioner Rooker explained the process of hanging door hangers.   
 
Commissioners discussed the school district. Commissioner Rooker stated they jumped 
the gun so as not to be demolishing once the study begins. Kahan building was 
mentioned. Permits pulled before study began. Commissioner Davis mentioned that her 
demo permit stated they had to start within six months or the permit to demo expires. City 
can’t deny a permit to demolish if no district or study exists. R. Gollin mentioned that the 
demo permit was issued and approved. No timeline was shared. Commissioner Mixter 
mentioned that no one seems to know anything and that the HDC is charged with saving 
and protecting city landmarks. We are in a position where we are where we are every 
time, going back to 2017. One property owner cannot just destroy a building that 
happens to be part of the landscape of a city. He has had meetings scheduled with 
people in the city and they ghost him, making it all very suspicious. Our role is very 



serious, and we get circumvented all of the time. Trying to be ahead of the discussion 
doesn’t seem to work and last minute trying to save something hasn’t worked. 
Commissioner Davis said we don’t seem to have any power to prevent or stop these 
kinds of things. Commissioner Rooker mentioned the powers that the HDC can be given 
by City Council. He mentioned the lack of city support of the HDC. Commissioner Mixter 
mentioned a survey he ran about the school board election and that 85% of the 
respondents didn’t know that the bean bunny building was in jeopardy with that election. 
No other Saginaw building has t-shirts and hats and images created about it like the 
Bean Bunny building. It’s iconic, it’s our sense of place, it’s Saginaw. Putting it up on a 
pole like an expressway sign takes away the context of the sign. Creating a sense of 
place can’t be put on a spreadsheet. We have been completely ignored by those we 
have approached to discuss the project. The HDC asked for the study committee back in 
January. The Lee Mansion was slated for demo and was overturned due to public 
passion and outrage. Most people in Saginaw think the sign was taken down to fix it and 
return it up on the building. They’ll be outraged when they find out it was taken down in 
order to demolish the building. He has been told by people that even buildings in a 
historic district are altered regardless of the ordinance because they know they can get 
away with it because there is no enforcement by the inspections department.  
 

b. Update on Master Plan  
 
R. Gollin started the process in January 2020 and it will be finished by the end of the 
year. In June of 2020, they restarted because Covid stopped them in March. The housing 
study was completed shortly afterwards. Housing demand is not going up. Transportation 
and parking plan is looking at street calming. Reduce lanes of streets and planning for 
bike paths along streets. The city is working to connect the various neighborhoods to the 
city core. Commissioner Rooker asked about the boulevards down Genesee and 
Washington. R. Gollin said it’s not in the master plan.  
 
Commissioner Mixter asked about the Green Zone. R. Gollin stated the EPA had done a 
study in the past and used that area as reverting it back to green space but many utilities 
in that area can’t be removed. Some unique things could happen in that area. 
Commissioner Mixter mentioned the train station and red-lining insurance in the east side 
zip code. How was the housing study done and why would it show it’s declining? R. 
Gollin said the population is declining. Commissioner Mixter mentioned that realtors and 
folks he knows want to move into the city, but the stock of housing isn’t available. Was 
there a working committee for this study? Mr. Gollin said these questions are ahead of 
where the study is. They are still gathering information from stakeholders.  
 
Commissioner Mixter stated that the 2011 study had all of the different boards and others 
in a large meeting putting forth their views and interests, the very ‘stakeholders’ R. Gollin 
speaks of, yet the HDC is pushed aside. The HDC was omitted in 2011 and insists it be 
at the table this time. Jane Fitzpatrick, former HDC chair, asked every meeting about the 
master plan, so we were not omitted this time around. The HDC wants to be in the 
working committee with the others. R. Gollin stated that the HDC will be invited to 
discussions once the remaining studies are complete and more information is gather to 
provide a starting point for making decisions about the future of the city.  

 
 
VII. Public Comment - None 

VIII. Adjournment 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting 6:01 pm by Commissioner Davis, 
seconded by Commissioner Rooker. Motion approved. 

 
Prepared and submitted by 

 



            Cassi Zimmerman  
Business Development Manager 
Saginaw Future  
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